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Suburban Chicago
communities appeal federal
approval of Canadian Pacific,

ansas City Southern rail
merger
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Inbound and outbound Metra trains pass on the Metra
Milwaukee District West Line at the Canadian Pacific
Bensenville intermodal on March 23, 2022, in Franklin Pe¢
(John 1. Kim / Chicaeo Tribune)
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A group of suburban Chicago communities i
appealing the recent federal approval of a major
rail merger that is expected to bring more freight

ADVERTISEMENT
trains to parts of the area.

In the appeal, filed Thursday in the 7th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals, the group of nine
communities argued federal regulators’ deci
to approve the $31 billion merger of the
Canadian Pacific and Kansas City Southern
railroads was “arbitrary, capricious, an abus
discretion, and otherwise not in accordance
law or supported by substantial evidence,” a

violated several federal laws.
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The group, known as the Coalition to Stop CPKC,
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wants federal regulators to conduct an additional
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wants more robust measures to combat the office, Mayor
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said in a statement. “It ignored our concerns for

14m
the quality of life in our communities, it ignored
our concerns about the negative consequences on POST-
economic development in our communities, and TRIBUNE
most importantly, it ignored our concerns for A treehouse
safety.” for all

37m

POLITICS

Illinois
legislators
take another
stab at Bears

stadium
. . legislation,
Host a chic brunch with Jewel- with just a
Osco for under $100 [2 week to g0
Brunch has to be delicious, in session
47m

but it doesn’t have to be

expensive. Here’s where to

start ADVERTISEMENT


https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-lightfoot-executive-orders-final-day-20230512-o5k5pzivwfhodlmwuuzlv3ifvu-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-lightfoot-executive-orders-final-day-20230512-o5k5pzivwfhodlmwuuzlv3ifvu-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/post-tribune/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/post-tribune/ct-ptb-oe-treehouse-st-0515-20230512-7raa5i6tsnbfnlyukl72fwqy3i-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/post-tribune/ct-ptb-oe-treehouse-st-0515-20230512-7raa5i6tsnbfnlyukl72fwqy3i-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-bears-arlington-heights-state-legislation-20230512-uf34n43vnzf3zbutuva2jkgdue-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-bears-arlington-heights-state-legislation-20230512-uf34n43vnzf3zbutuva2jkgdue-story.html#nt=related-content
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsua260qQ3KGLMMHHYY_ZwxJg5Kat5BPbL16Q_0lBNCztzQYjFkL72V4V8lJpFtbaTWYv7Vim9yY7pnSapw-Mej1MOvnpz5VgjlBQVUkYr5tHoXty1netC6zfu3vpilVoJxTJeTbZCeaGFw5FvhByUG2UK6DSPzlr4aN1AreESnBry0UyL2EgNj7QomY9rGuLsNiSTYgb7uDhJLMk_IOb-vGFTmHiwBN-tnqGRJo6ybLAMAjgfi2xLng6i8UGmRUaWjIf-gQhroEsOm_hL7khy1jbGcmLxF3-UDnS4JBjRnYf3km4bU54-z1miRNNbExVDH01R8ftuzrYkw&sai=AMfl-YQ4de8nseUvf8AW4Z2BL8jrNrToKqbKudHPwqUmJbIpeB2wZZdGZ7SgAM4-Md-MSzwkvViL2JWByAK8mbeQz2OBPTYyGy1dOIHSQXC1_aoktylBFr_M8mGz5bIJ5bSLK4c&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ3OH9IBjhaY&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://topworkplaces.com/nominate/chicagotribune/%3Futm_source%3Dchicagotribune%2520%26utm_medium%3Dskylinebanner300x250%26utm_campaign%3DCH22
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=3bd2d8ac-029d-467e-9b84-799c147c2cc2&ntv_a=Q1AIAD45dA2u4QA&ntv_fl=_WTWo83Z82K29ylCK0LanE1NSdR-KANAb4sTRRpcLzL2VbOuwUs4i5MmeW2dWIeJHZ9Di7QyL_lroVBleJGXQNL4nopB_jD4-Ao2aLwW5uU0hoqZao5-LlevQQ2ZszNJXtk8t0AQ7NohaUIziGg45xAfynsswkOnfcswlNKh0pmTTx1q5H9iopuv4AcZ_8ocYAknDIqLKhP7_63jCh0gscSuL1v95bzU-YtwNvUb_DPirpUZKpYfcg80Kt70B6rHrwvBWMfAH3qNE-zb1AERLWeO9ozxTkYD9hjJfgVoDKERrbxjnEv2SbY2SZNv_JXs_sYkoATbb2_1tj9vCuKb3Sv-vm-tUjY4DNkX17uXzuRSJLq1zBM_ZbL_T5rolAWW0izuUrA5PI99RCIz2KdRcQiotFQyyzQ4H4fiY9_1q6lO-HEPJ8TKDKQxxSaMX-GPMGGe5lmQzJkose1VJhCvqg==&ord=-1370027016&ntv_ht=3s9eZAA&ntv_tad=16&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

By

Surface Transportation Board spokesman
Michael Booth declined to comment because

litigation is pending.

The appeal follows the March 15 approval of uic
merger. The deal would create the first rail line
linking Canada, the U.S. and Mexico, with far-
reaching implications for local communities,
Amtrak passenger rail and shippers looking to
move goods through the country and across

borders.

In the Chicago area, already a busy freight hub,
the effects of the merger are expected to be felt
along Metra’s Milwaukee District West Line,
which shares tracks with Canadian Pacific. The
number of freight trains along the line is
projected to increase by about eight per day,
bringing the total number to an average of just

over 11 daily freight trains by 2027.

The outcome of the lengthy federal review
process came weeks after a fiery Norfolk
Southern train derailment in Ohio led to
evacuations and fears of air and water
contamination when toxic chemicals were

released and burned.
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It was lambasted by Metra, suburban towns and
Illinois members of Congress, who disputed train
data reviewed by the STB and expressed
concerns about the effects of additional trains.
Extra freight trains could increase delays for
Metra commuter trains and drivers, exacerbate
safety issues and pose problems for first
responders who find their paths blocked by

trains at road crossings, they said.

Union Pacific already filed an appeal of the
decision in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit on May 3. Railroad executives said in a
statement that the merger “is likely to reduce
competition and negatively impact shippers and

stakeholders. In approving the merger, the
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communities, which includes Elgin, DuPage
County, Schaumburg and others, said federal
regulators’ decision was flawed. The Surface
Transportation Board “fell short of taking the
requisite ‘hard look’ at impacts in the
Chicagoland area,” which is required by law, they

said.

“We’ve seen the news stories related to
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derailments and the negative impacts that long ADVERTISEMENT

trains can pose in heavily populated areas,”
Schaumburg Village President Tom Dailly said in
a statement. “I believe the quality-of-life issues
and safety impacts deserve more careful scrutiny,
if not by the STB, then by the court system based
on the very significant impacts this merger will
pose not only to Schaumburg but to many

neighboring communities in the area.”
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